
HAVERHILL AT WORK 
 Apprenticeships & Training 

Addis: “My training was given by a 
lady called Mrs Mabel Chapman, 
who was the supervisor for that 
part of the packing department, 
then as you progressed onto other 
items, you had training by a lady 
called Barbara Malloy.”  

Addis: “You had to learn 
to get up to speed very 
quickly if you were put on 
a machine or you stopped 
the experienced girls from 
reaching their bonus.”   

Gurteen machinists: “The funny 
part of it was, when you start to 
learn to use a sewing machine 
you didn’t have cotton on your 
machine. What you had was A4 
sheets of paper with exercises on 
– straight, wriggly and zig zag 
lines and things. You had to go in 
between these lines and you 
were timed. The aim was to get 
contol of the machine.” 

Gurteen: “Nora Smith was a 
trainer. She was a very 
patient woman. She had to 
be really for that job!” 

Pye Telecommunications: “We spent a 
fortnight at the ‘school’ as they called 
it. They showed you how to solder. If 
the joint wasn’t shiny it was a cold 
joint which was not good.”   

Project: “I had the use 
of the first PC in 
Project, these were the 
days before the 
internet. I asked for an 
instruction book and 
was told they couldn’t 
find it but they were 
sure I could work it 
out!”   

David Francis: “Initially we started with a couple of 
apprentices, they didn’t go to college then, it was 
all in house training. Then they started the college 
and the salon staff went up from five or six staff to 
fifteen and of them there would probably be six 
apprentices. We used to have an apprentice 
evening on  a Thursday and they would go to 
college on a Tuesday. Several of the staff are still in 
Haverhill and have got their own businesses.”  

Local builder: “When I finished my 
apprenticeship I joined a gang of 
bricklayers working on the Downs. We 
built all but a few of the houses there. 
Being self employed we didn’t get any 
sickness, holidays, nothing. In the 
summer time you had to make your 
money and save it to see you through 
the winter.” 


